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AN INTRODUCTION TO SIGNALLING PLANS

A signalling plan is defined in the Signalling Design Handbook No. SDHE11, page A01 as:-
“A scale layout plan showing the current signalling features and identities”.

In order for-you to be able to understand and extract information from a signalling plan you
need to know what the plan symbols mean.

This information is contained in BS376, Part 1 - Railways Symbols and Standard Signalling
Principle No.51 - symbols to be used on signalling plans and sketches. These documents
will be discussed in the next section of the course “An Introduction to Plan Symbols”.

The Signalling Design Handbook also goes on to say that the signalling plan “is usually a
derivative of a scheme plan”.

So what may you ask is a scheme plan? A scheme plan is defined in the signalling design
handbook No. SDHE11, page A01 as:-

“A scale layout plan of proposed signalling works which is used for the purpose of obtaining
approval by all interested external departments and for estimating purposes. This plan may
show equipment to be removed and equipment to be installed or may show the final
signalling arrangement only”.

As an example for the difference between a signalling plan and a scheme plan let us take a
look at Whitchurch signalbox.

This is situated on the line between Crewe to Shrewsbury.

Figure 1 is a copy of a scheme plan No. D910007 (recovery of crossover) showing what
signalling alterations have resulted in the crossover being recovered.

This plan is the one which a signal design engineer will use to produce a:

- 10% estimate;

- Wiring design details;

- Mechanical locking diagrams;
Bonding diagrams etc.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO SIGNALLING PLANS

Figure 2 is a copy of Whitchurch signalbox signalling plan. This now no longer shows the
crossover as it was recovered under the last scheme at Whitchurch D910007 (recovery of
crossover). |t tells anybody who refers to it the state of the signalling layout at present. Any
consequential scheme plan will generally be derived from this plan.

The basic elements of Figure 3 that you have been given is that it contains:-

1. The stretch of line between Settle Junction and Carnforth which comes under the
jurisdiction of Wennington Junction signalbox.

2. Any signals, points or associated signalling equipment controlled from that signalbox.
3.  Gradient diagram showing the geographical inclines or declines of the area over which
the railwayline passes. It is important to know this when deciding how far to space

signals apart, an area covered later in the course.

4.  Site plan or Location diagram shows the position of the signal box, in this case
Wennington Junction, in relation to the surrounding area.

5. Other physical features which could affect the positioning of signals such as
underbridges, overbridges and tunnels are included. These basic elements apply
generally to any signalling plan or scheme plan. These will now be covered in more
detail in the next section of the course, “An Introduction to Plan Symbols”.

Attached to these notes are 2 examples of signalling plans:-

Whaley Bridge, (Figure 4)

Wennington Junction, (Figure 3).

end
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